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LESSON

By B, 0. SELLERS, Actng Drector ot
Bunday Bchool Coutrse.)

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 20.

THE ABCENSION.

"L'BBBON TEXT-Luka 24:5063;, Acts 1:1.

;:IOLDEN TEXT-<Ie wan tnkon up; and
& clond recelved Him out of thelr sight.—
Avta 19,

We lave now reached the final les-
won Of the pregint course in the life
of Christ, naxt | dunday belng devoted
to the review. | The lesson committes
have seloctdd {he continuous neccount
of this final & -thly not of our Lord
as given us by Bt Luke, for the Book
of Aots 18 a continuance of the Gos-
pel of Luke (Acts 1:1), Inasmuch as
this 18 really but one ancoount we will

Ider only that found in the Aects,

I. The Proof of ths Resurrection.
wv, 1. ‘This book of “The Acts” la a
continuation of what Jesus “began to
*do" and glves us the record of how he
continued this work by means of those
“whom he had chosen" (v, 2). Fol-
lowing his resurrection he gave them
commandments “through the Holy
Spirit,’ +vis. in  the power of
the Holy Spirit., A like honor rests
upon every bellever to hear and lo
obey the communuds of Jesus glven in
the power and demonstration of the
Poly 8pirit, The all-suMclent proot
(seo nlso 1 Cor, 16:4-8) was that Jesus
| been seen for a perlod of 40
days. This {s the "many Infallible
proofs.” Durlng that time they not
alone saw the rigen Lord, but con-
versed with him, ate with him, and had
communion with him. During thess
days of communion he gave them his
commands as to the “things concern-
ing the kingdom of God.” This en-
tafled a burden that these commanda
ba proclalmgd in ever widening clr-
cles to the utmost bounds of the earth.
| Additional Experience.

1l. The Promlse of the Father.
wv. 48. Tha disciples were not to be-
gin the prévlamation of thelr message
untll they were fully equipped, until
they had recélved that dll esgentlal
preparation, the enduement of the
Holy Spirit. Here, ngaln, the Scrip-
tures are to be fulfilled (Isa. 44:8;
Joel 2:8, nlso Lauke 24:40). That ten
daye’ delny was not time lost, for time
spent in preparation is never tlme
lost. We must not suppose these
| men as not regeneérate (John 18:10;
\ 15:3), but as lacking &n equipment

necessary for the successful execution
of their Important task. We as be-
levera cannot call him Lord except
by the power of the Spirit (I Cor.

f 12:3), but we do not all have that In-
filling of the Spirit which alone will en-

' able us to render effectlve service.
This s an additional experlence, but
ona open to all who will honestly and
Intelligently seek It (sea Acts 8:12,
_and pther references). This expesi-

" ence I8 ‘&) commanded, “charged not
to depart till, ete,,” (b) to be preceded

) by “repentance,” and (c¢) to carry with
v it authority, v. T R. V. It does not
* 1 mean, either, temporal power nor is it
‘ the prerogative of a wvisible chureh
3 and confined to an elect fow. This

" Kmgdom s a spiritual one. The pro-
gram of Jesus is Spirit-filled men to be
his witnesses, and to begin “at Je-

} rusalem.” A true reception of the
Holy §pirit means world-wide misaions

’ ary endeavor, :

Presumptive Ignorance.

! i1l. The Present Place of Jesus,
vv. 511, Even yet the disciples falled
to grasp the idea of a spiritual king-
dom ns evidenced by verse six. In
a most emphatic way he tells them
that it {8 not for them to know the
“times nnd sensong which the Father

. hath get within his own power” (au.
thority, v. 7, R. V.). Thelr power is
not to be earthly, but spiritual (v. 8).
It 18 the helght of presumptive ignor-

: - ance for any one to sst the date of

M our Lord's return (Deut 28:20),

i | Jesus has given us explicit lnforma-
tion on this question (Matt. 24:38),
and his parables all warn us to
“watch.” While Jesus talked with
‘his digciples concerning the recep-
tlon of this new power and the place
where they were to begin to exerclss
it, lils feet were parted from the earth

/ and a cloud received him from their

{ slght as he ascended “into heaven™

~ ‘(Luke 24:61; I Pat. 8:22; mee also

- Gen. §:24 and Heb, 9:28 R. V), Hins

parting benediction was an adjuration

N - o & e of service not in thelr weak-
J fman, but in the blessed enduement

of power. Yonder into heaven he bad
gono to prepare & placa for us (John

14:%, Heb, 0:24.) There he ever liy-

eth to intercede for us (Heb, 7:26),
. His presence there makes us eter
- nally secure (Rom, §:34, Heb. 7:25).

His presence in the heavenilas is the

guarantee that we, too, shall one day

be “with him" (John 12:20, Rev. 2:21).

Casing thus iuto the heavens, “look-

ing unto Jesus" two men in white

raiment stood by and asked them the
reason for thelr upward looking.
© There (s a time for gazing upward and

& time to be golng about the exeou-

tion of the Master's commands (see

¢h. 7:66). Did they sxpect another in.
terview? If so the answer to thelr
quention is suggested In the words of
the heavenly messengers, “this Jesus,
 which was recelved up from you Into

;'mummwmmui-m

~~as yo behold him golng lnto heaven

- (R. V). For nearly two thousand

~years the church has béen walling for

. another interview with her risen Lord.

We are looking for another Jesus, but

“ this snme Jesus” Just as he went,

porsonally, vislbly, nnd in “grest

AERO-AMERICAN_CULLINGS

Richard Holmes Allen, ninety.nine
yenrs old, who was born In Daltimore
October 17, 1815, the son of Richard
Allen and Jane Wildon, is thought to
bé the olfest colored man In Boston.
Ho lives at 1 Hope place off North
Russell nercet, West end.

"It was only the other day 1 made
up my mind to tell my life story, for
I wanted to walt untdl I was 100 years
old, but everybody that comes to see
me sald I ought to tell it now,” sald
Mr. Allen, who, in spite of his age,
looks well, slesps well and s without
& paln or ache, except once In n great
while when he has o alight attack of
rheumatlgm,

Mr. Allen told the Globe reporter all
nbout his war record, as well ne hin
early life when he waa very cruelly
treated on a farns five miles out from
the city of Baltimore, His story 16 as
follows:

"My grandfather, grandmother and
mother's two slsters were stolen from
Afrien and brought to Baltimore and
eold in the Woodfork jnil

“A sea captain by the name of
George Thompson bought them and
et my grandfather and grandmother
free, My mother's two sisters were
in the service of the captain's wife for
28 years

“After my mother wns set free 1
was born, My mother bound me Lo
her mistress until 1 was twenty-one
yeura old, Her mistresa’ name was
Ellzabeth Bouthcomb, and her hus-
band's nome was Joln Plummer
Southeamb,

“In 1884 Captain Southcomb was
lost at sea, 1 wis put out with an.
other man named Johnson—a while
man, of course—in 1827,

“I endured great hardship while
with him, for he treated me very
creully, 1 stayed with him until 18385,
He often came home drunk end abused
me. >

“Once he came home from the city.
and being enrnged ot something that
happoened (o him, he took revenge out
of me, Thig time he Jlocked me up In a
smokehouse for an hour, It was In the
month of August, and it was the hot-
test day that summer.

“He mada a fire in the smokehouse.
He called an old lnme man named
Stepney and told him I wpe baking to
death In the smokehouse. Then he
opened the door and called for me to
come: out, but 1 dldn't come out fast
enough to please him.

“He had an iden that Mr, Stepney
would highly approve of lila cruel ac
tion of me, but he dido't. Instead,
Mr. Stepney and Johnson got inlo an
argument, Stepney telling him he had
no right te treat me in such a cruel
manner, Mr. Stepney,-as a result of
the argument, struck old man John-
gon  several blows, knockiug him
down.

"l was a small boy when I became
[ree, and started out to make my own
Uving, ! bave bean with all kinds of
peopie-in my years, bad and good,
with sallors, gamblera, (hleves, and
have been with the very best people
in the world. ;

“In 1863 1 came to Boston and en-
listed to A up the quota of Ward slx
under John 8. Damreil. At that Ume
1 served in the Fifih eavalry. 1 am
a member of Grand Army Post [lobert
Bell, whose headjuarters are on Joy
atreet.

“During the Clvil war 1 served In
the Bucktall regiment of Penusylvania
under Captaln Taylor. . I was with my
reglment at the batile of Bull Run, 1

nino at another time served with the
Fifth Wisconsin regiment.”

My, Allen polnted with pride to his
unlform, musket and other wir uteén-
slls, and #ald that when he dled he
will be buried In his full Grand Army
uniform.

Mr. Allen doos no work, living on
the pension he rocelves, and ho says
it In quite enough, even In these hard
times, He has a son and daughter
living, Miss Rachel Allen and Jacob
Allen,

Almost 8,000 young men and women,
including 1,200 Indians, have already
gone from Hampton institute into the
Houth and West, equipped in body,
mind, and heart to help thelr race
get land: bulld better homes, schools,
and churches; and improve social and
etonomle conditlons, Many of the
Hampton students have literally recon-
structed, In many places, the existing
community life and have brought pros-
perity to men and women by helping
them fnerease thelr earning power,
and showing them how to use to the
best advantage the rescurces at thelr
doora.

Hampton [nstitute aima to train
Neagroes and Indians to enrn an honeat
living and serve unfallingly and un-
selfishly thelr respective races. The
best white people throughout the
Bouth and West testify that Hamplon
has realized ity alms and that they
aro firm bellevars In the value of the
so-called Hampton idea of education.

Hampton institute has set the pace
for that form of vocatlonnl education
which fits young people to work with
skill and peralstence, and also glves
them a brond and sympathetic outlook
on life. For 406 years under the effl-
eclent leadership of Gen. Samuel C.
Armstrong and Dr, Hollls B, Frissall,
Hampton Institute has been training
boye and girls for safe and sane lead-
erahip {n business, In homebuilding,
in improving church, home and soeclal
life throughout the South and West

J. K. Thompson of Clearview, Okla,,
which is one of severnl prosperous Ne-
gro scttlements, represents the idea of
big business among Negroes, Thomp-
gon controls 5,000 acres of farm land;
furnishes employment throughout the
year for many membera of hig race;
grows cropa thot are worth selling.
and brings the market to his products;
employs the methods of sclentifie
farming, and preaches the doetrine of
keep a-pushing.

The son of a slave woman, he be
gan at the age of thirteen to farm,
Today, at the age of fifty-five, Thomp-
gon actually owns 1,800 acres. He
rujses mules, horses, hoge and cattle.
This I8 in contrast to his condition In
1871, when he stood on the porch of
a renter’s hovel and, looking longlngly
with his sister into n garden full of
mustard, sighed: “If we only had some
meat, we could ecook it In plenty of
mustard.”

Logan Morgan, who lves within four
miles of Muskogee, Okln., finds that
no color Une {s drawn in the market
ngalnst his 12 and 14-ounce Alberta
peaches, which bring $2 a bushel in
the orchard. His 21 years of exper-
jence In the Bouthwest have taught
him the yalue of remaining quietly at
work and of produclng among other
crops "peaches that can't be beat.”

Morgan was married 20 years ago
when he had only six bits and an
$18 pony. Now they own 1,400 acres
of land.

i i~

During the National Negro Business

league convention at Muskogee, Okla.,
it was stated that 2,000,000 Negroes
lving In Oklahoms, Kansas, Missouri,
Arkansas, Loulsiann and Texas now
have under thelr control, as owners
ind renters, about $300,000,000 worth
of tarm property and own 60,000 furms,
containing 6,000,000 acres of land,
with farm property, land, live stock
and (srming implements worth $200,
000,000,

Elght million of the colored peopla
of the SBouth still live In the country
distriets, sometimes in the ratlo of
#ix or seven to one white man,

Bteel water maine which have been
In constant use at New Bedford, Mass.,
during the Iast 17 years, have repantly
been inspected and show evidence of &
life of more than forty-five years be-
fore corroslon destroys them.

An apple tree owned by B. W. Alex-
ander of Los Angelea, Cal, is exelling
interest through the fact that, in the
gt year, it has had two crops, giving
cach time a dilferent varlety of apple.

J. B. Reed of Ithaca asserlts he has
tralned rabbits to dig up and eat all
the weeds In his garden without dam-
uging valuable planta,

Two glrls in Budapest who had de-
clded to fight a duel over & young man
with whom both were o love, have
gottled the matter by becowing en-
guged to the two men who volunteered
to act as thelr seconds.

The Jordan is the world's most
crooked river, wandering 213 miles to
cover 80,

A large, rich deposit of phosphate
has been discovered in the valley of
the Hausco river, about three hundred
miles north of Valparaiso. Government
engineors are preparing & report
thereon, and it 18 belleved to be of
much !mportance, since the use of
phosphate on the farm of Chile Is In-
creasing rapldly with good results

A New York homeopath, speaking at
the recent convention in Atlantic City,
sald that conserving the eyesight was
a phase of health conservatlon often
overlooked. He gald that 50 per cent
of the blindness in this country was
due to conditions that might have
been avalded.

ccording to figures published by
the Monetary Times of Toronto, the
fum total of American Investments in
Cannda was $026,904,000 In 1913, as
compared with $417,143000 in 1811,
and $279,075,000 In 1909,

Eleven surveying partlea will be
sent out this year by the United States
Geologieal Burvey to Investigate the
mineral resources of Alnska,

The "safety first" ldea which has re-
cently come into general practice on
most American roadd I8 an old one In
Germany and other European coun-
iriee where the practice extends to
every form of Industry as well as the
rallronds,

There are 692 pawnbrokers' shops
within a radius of ten mllea from the
Royal Exchange, London.

Egypt 1a adopting modern agrieul-
tural machinery after veing the most
primitive kinds tor thousands of yeara

Virginia Only Producer of Rutile.

Virginia produced all the American
output of rutlle in 1913, sccording to
the United States geologlcal wurvey,
the deposits bhelng located at Rosa-.

in the depoails and separated by
means of & magnetic separator has
beon mold for use ln making electrodes
for eleetrio lights, and the experl
ments with the eleetrie furnacs point
to the possible use of llmenite In the
direct production of ool steel

Qdd and Evan,
His Wite—"1 dop't want you to be
coming home at such bour.” Huw:

h odd
band—* . Il try to
L it four u&“'&“’mﬁmﬁ

VEN the poor child of today hns
more in hin Christmas stooking
than the prosperous child
dreamed of In the frst century
of white occtipation of this coun:
try. Blase boys and girls who
aan hardly think of anything new
for which to ask the generous
ralnt can hardly concelve of the
barenesa of thosa carly Christ
mas holldaya,
In Massachuselts it was the worst of all, for
keeping Christmas was denounced as a perniclous
custom, and any child daring to think of as much
ad & plum pudding on that day would make him-
gelf liable to reproof by the suthorities. All slong
the stern and rockbound coast the only Christmns
trées In the days of the Puritan domination wera
those that natuora had planted there and had
adorned in December with fleecy snow. The fires
burned brightly on the open hearths, but there
was no Invitation to the good saint to descend tha
chimney when the embers had burned low. As
far ms the ghlldren know, Obristmas was just llke
any other day in the calendar, Even aftor the
Puritan reaction against the forms and customa
of the old church had spent {tzelf to some extent
‘the children of the seventeenth century still ex-
pected no gifts In honor of the hirthday of Christ
In New Amsterdam the outlook was a little bet-
ter for the children. The Hollanders had brought
with them thelr 8t Nicholas, and his birthday
was cclebrated joyously by young and old Just
befora Chrlétmas, but this day was kept, too, by
the Protestant Dutch ns heartily as by any Catho-
Hep, OF course, they had not many real toye as
we know them today, but In the shoes that the IHt-
tle Hollanders ast by the fireplace In the shining
kitchen, which wans also the living room, wore
homemade sweets and cakes and homemade
gitts, Many of these were of a useful character,
such as hand-knit eaps pnd mittens, but now and
then a skillful Hollander would carve a model of
a boat such as that which had brought them to
New Amsterdam or a miniature chest of drawers,
and one can fancy the recipienis showing these
with pride to the wondering little Indlan boys
and girls when they came to be on terms of suf-

flclent amity with them for such conferences,

In Virginia, where the Church of England was
Elrong and its andherents steadfastly observed the
holidays as in the home country, thore was al-
ways more of thé Christmas spirit and abundant
cheer and merrymaking than elsewhers at this
Beason. Here the Yiule log held {ts place and
hore were the games and the feasting that madae
It indeed the merry season of the year. Later
when New Amsterdiam became New York and
the English eame into power the charicter of the
Christmas holiduy was chenged agaln somewhat,
although the Dutch influence continued dominant
for muny years.

Owing to the Inrge number of Germans in Penn.
fylvania Christmas there partook lurgely of the
nature of the festival in the fatherland. Tt was
largely a family affair, The children for months
befors the day of the Nativity saved their pennies
and bought material from whiclh they fashioned
thelr gifts for their pareénts and for one another,
Thess were presented on Christmas eve, and the
next day the parents in turn spresd out thelr pres-
ents for the chlldren on a large table In the best
room; Stockings were hung, too, and the good
children had them filled with aweetmeats, pepper
cakes and other goodies, but those who had been
bad somotimes found a birch rod ns & Christmas
gift., There was one custom that was fraught
with great terror to children. One Knechi Rupert
went from housfe (o house inquirlng about the
children on Christmas eve and recommending re-
wards or punishments according to the reports
that he received of thelr conduet during the year.
The Pennsylvania Santa Claus was Popularly
known ms Kriss Kringle, a corruption of Christ-
kindlein, the little Christ.

Throughout the colonies in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centurles toys were an almost un.
known factor, but wherever Christmas obnerv-
ances were nol frowned upon by religlon feasting
and good cheer were abundant, and bond and free,
rich and poor, old and young &hared in the games,
abundant food and genial atmosphere. Not only
did the munificence of those who were well sup-
plied with worldly goods extend to thelr depend-
ents and to all within reach of thair charity, but
in some places oven the animals had sn extra
allowance of food to let them know that Chrlst
mas had come again,

In the elghteanth century toys began to make
their appearants In the colonles, Home of them
were brought from overseas and had the enchant-
ing quality of movelly. Little girls who had helped
to mother their younger brothers and sieters were
delighted with dolla that.werno all their own to
dress and undress, to fondle and coddle, punish
and reward, Slmpls and quaint were those early
dolls, ke the children they belonged to, One
cun fancy the surprise and terror of the timid
when they first bebeld 'a Jack jump into the alr
when an innocent Tooking box was opened. A toy
was & thing to he cherlshed in those days, It
was Indeed a wondrous esint who could bring
such things in his pack. Some of the gifts wore
of real intrinsle value, for the shipping and trad-
Ing weve growing to be important factors In the
colonies, and men brought treasures of ell kinds
from the Far East to the seaports, whence they
were, distributed to other parts of the colonles,
The war for independences Interrupted this and
the chilldren shared in the self-sacrifices and de-

an automoblile untll the aeroplane,
which he expects to have ready soon,
Is perfected. In any chao, he cuarries
nutomobiles of varying wlzea for boyd
who long to run their own cars. How
he over gets them ioto the houne & &
mystery, for sowe of the dellvery

wagons and other machines ave lnrge
enough to accommodate a good-sized

boy
There are so many things for girls
nowadays that dolla do not oetupy
quite as important a place In the
Christmas wtocking ns

at ane time, yet there
ts nothing that gquite
takes thelr place In tho
affections of a real girl
And what stunning
dolla they are today!?
Dolls  that represent
every phare of life.
from baby dolls with

privations that were
undergone by all the
familles lving in the
colonles at that time.
When soldiers were
starving at Valley
Forge there was lit-
tle thought In thelr
homes for Christmas
merrymaking and lit-
tle to’ do It with.

Alter the war there
were gtil] lean years,
but Ly the opening
of the nineteenth
century peace and
7 plenty smiled upon
the land and Santa Claus found it safe to resume
his viklts mnd make the distributions. He still
met with a few frowns ln New England, but for
the most part he was welcomed in homes of
varylng degrees everywhere, There were no
Ateam plpes or hot-alr registers in those days and
the chimneys were still hospitable, The saint
had to increase the size of his peck and get a
new slelgh to accommodate the (norensed varlety
and number of gifts for distribution, and whereas
two reindeer had been entirely adequate for draw-
ing his lond in the eighteenth century he now had
to add two at a time every few years,

Another war cume along, but this time Santa
Claus declded that bhe dld not nead to go out of
business: but he found a new kind of toy appro
priate to the time which proved wonderfully ac-
ceptible to the patriotlec young Americans, Enter

the wooden soldler In his painted uniform. Hap-
pr the boy who found a company of theke on
Christmas morning. Sometimes he might even
gel a toy cannon or & warship something like
thote that were used in the stirring engngements
of the war. The Httle girle of the period were so
expert with the needle that they could make Oags
and even little uniforms for the toy soldiers.

In the hundred years since that time thers has
been a mighty development in the toy armaments,
and all sorts of figures and implements have been
evolved until at the present time a fortunate boy
of the twentieth century mey have a suflliclent
military and naval equipment to carry on a real
war with another boy whose fighting force Is
equally impressive, The wnarships &nd torpedo
boats are exact models of real ones, and rome of
them can float upon the water fn all the majesty
of fighting vessels. Thelr equipment I8 perfect,
ton, even to the wireless apparntus and devices
for eaving as well as for destroying life. Ashore
there are forts of the Iatest constructlon and
fighting men of all nationalities,

One of the latest achlevements In the Christ.
mas toys i In the aerfal apparatus. From box
kites to real aeroplanes that will whiz through
the air there is everything that the boy who bas
watched real alrships and longed to fly one bhim-
gelt can desire to possess. Some of them are al-
most large enough to accommodate St. Nicholas
himseif. Even the rallways accommodate them-
selyer to the exigencien of warfare. The rallways
and thelr equipment are the last word in the up-
to-date toys for fortunate children. With the
tralning they furnish there should be developed a
race of engineers, managers and presidents of
rallroads In the future. The most complete nots
that Santa Claus brings In 1914 have tracks that
can be lald straight away and in curves, golng
through tunnels, having {mproved signals and up-
to-date stutions. There are electric and steam
tralny, coaches for several classes, baggage and
frelght cars—indeed everything required for the
demands of travel and traflie,

It & boy has no taste for the details of rall-
ronding he may be Interested In moving pletures,
and Santa (laus bas a fine assortment of appara-
tug of that kind, aome of it simple enocugh for
almost anyone to operate and splendid for utiliz-
ing pleture post cards or the phatographs made
with the camern, which Is one of the favorite
articles In the Christmas pack.

Some persons say that Santa Claus has dis
carded his reindeer and pack and taken to using

ot

thelr complete layettes
to perfectly grown.up
dolly  with  elaburnte
wardrobes and trunks
to pack them awey in.
The handsomest and
newest dolls come from
a CGerman studlo. No
two are nlike, and they
are real portrait dolis
of North of Earope chil-
dren in qualnt costume,
These lovely dolls cost
§14, but Santa , Claus
pever counts the cost
when he I8 golng some
place, An al luring
“rake me by the hand and 1

French doll snys,
will walk with you,” and she does

For the little children & woolly sheep used to
be n delightful toy in the latter part of the last
contury, and when dogs and bears that “would
nctunlly walk were found on Christmns morning
theére wius a how! of delighted andmiration. Now
there are lambs and dogs of life size and ponica
a8 big a4 the real ones, and all sorts of large ani-
mals with the coats llke the natural animal. They
all walk and move sbout and act thelr parts per
fectly.

Whatever father and mother have Is dupllieated
for the children besides the thousand and one
things thot are devised especially for thelr aAmuse-
ment. All through the year the ingenions folk
are working overtime in all the toy shops of the
world to turn out the load for Santa Claus to
carry to the fortunate children who look for him
on Christmas eve, 1014,

CHRISTMAS REVELRY

A figure everywhere dominant In the oelebris
tlon of Christmas in the mlddle ages was that of
the Lord of Misrule, also/ culled the Master of
Merry Disports. In Scotlund this same master
of the revelg was known as the Abbot of Unroea-
san, while In France his titie was very much the
same—"Abbns Stultorum”™—or Abbot of Fools
The king, the great lords of his realm and other
Important porsonnges must needs appoint such
A leader and organizer of their Christmas feativi
ties. In Scotland, previous to the Reformation,
the monnsteries used to elect such a functionary,
but in 1565 a law was passed for the suppression
of the Abhot of Unreason, along with nll the
other burlesque and fantastic features of the
Christmas celebration,

The barons and knights kept open house at
Christmas time for a fortnight, Revelry relgned
throughout this period, and on Christmas day the
grand feast, given by the feudal ehleftaln to his
friends and retainers, took place with great pomp
and maguificence. The boar's head was fOrst and
foremost on the bonrd, and its entrance to the
banqueting room was heralded by a Eveat blare
of joytul trumpets. Borpe on a gold or silver
platter by the server at the head of a procession
of mobles; knighis and ladies, the foremost dish
of the feast made the round of the hall to merry
minstrelsy. When It was finally given its placa
rosemary and bay were spread around it, a plppin
was placed on It tusk and a mammoth pot of
mustard close at hand.

The boar’a head was put down by act of parlla-
ment in the time of the commonwealth, and after
that, although 1t was officially freed of the bag, It
never quite recovered its former place as a part
of the Christmas feast,

The peacock dish was next in Importance to
the boar's head. Thie bird sometimes appeared
at the board with all Its feathers on and its beak
gllded, its skin baving been removed before cook-

Ing nnd carefully readjusted after it wan
for the table, , i

A FAMILY JAR.

“Providence Intended me for a leader of fash
{on.*
“Providence Intended you for a fool"

“Well, whether Providence did or not ¥ou got
ma."”

ONE,
“There never was a woman who didn't gab
about her nelghbors,” growled Mr. Gabb,
“Oh, yes there was," replled Mrs, Gabb.

“That's right,” commented Mr, Gabb, "I for
sbout Eve. . "

LINGUISTIC DIFFICULTY.

Frenchman—Thls impertinent Yankee alapped
my face

Wite—Well, why don't you do something?

Frenchman—How can 17 1 don’t know how to
(alk English—Le Rire.

THE CHRISTMAS TREE

The tradition that trees and flowers blpssomed
on Christmas night 18 fiost quoted from an Ars.
blan geographer of the tenth century. In the thir
teenth century, In France, candles were seen on
flowering trees. In England, Joseph of Arima
thea's rod blossomed st Glastonbury and else

where. When Septem _sbﬁun‘ ame Heplumber 14
in 1752, wm% #ee If Mo Quain

ton thorn wounld blow on Christmas, New Style:
as it did vot, they refused to keep the New Style

sutival -
?nmﬂnummnnhmm

docorntlonn waa forbidden by Archbishop Martin
of Braga, but 1t seems to have continued with 1t
tle Interruption to the present time., The firet
definite mention of a Christmas tree was ut
Strassburg in 1605. It was Introduced Into Eng:
Innd as late as 1840 by the prinee consort, and
Into France about the same time by the Princess
Helena of Mecklenburg.

But although its advent into Christendom 18 so
comparatively recent there are muny traditions
of the antiquity of the tree in connection with
various coremoniale, A Seandinavian myth tells
of n “pervice tres” wsprung from the blood
drenched goll where two Jovers bnd been killed

T A, _

by violence. At certaln nlghts in the Christmas
seagon llghts, which no wind eculd extinguish,
were séen moving in its branches,

Martin Luther Is suld to have brought In &
snowy fir trée and put Hghts on Its branches in
his efforts (o explain the beauty of & snow- forest
under a brilliant, slarry sky (o his wife and
children, .

There was also an ancient BEgyptian practice of
docking housen at the time of the winter solstl
with branches of the date palm—‘the symhol
lite triumphant over death, and therofore of pess
ennlal o in the remewal of each bountwses
: I . A N '_" Al



